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become a desolation, a place for beasts to lie down in.   Every-
one that passeth her shall hiss and wag his hand/

Soon after the death of Ashur-bani-pal, when little opposi-
tion was to be expected from Assyria, the Sealanders had
at last succeeded in seizing Babylonia, and a Chaldean called
Nabopolassar had made himself king. He founded a Chaldean
dynasty in south Iraq, which lasted for seventy years after
the fall of Nineveh and temporarily revived the glories of
Babylon. With the invading Medes for the moment halted in
Assyria, the new Babylonian kings took their turn at conquest
in the west, and rapidly created what is usually known as
the Neo-Babylonian empire.

Early in the year 622 B.C. we have seen an Egyptian army
hurrying to claim its share of the spoils of Nineveh. Had
not its leader, Pharaoh Necho, paused like so many of his
predecessors at the Dog River to record his passage on the
much-sculptured rocks, it would perhaps have arrived in
time. As it was, the Egyptians found themselves opposed on
the ancient battlefield of Megiddo by Josiah, king of Judah,
and by the time they had succeeded in brushing aside the
Hebrew army, it was too late. Furthermore they almost at
once found themselves confronted .by a more determined foe
than Josiah. This was Nebuchadnezzar, the energetic son of
Nabopolassar, who had ascended the Euphrates, intent upon
forcibly adopting the Assyrian dependencies in Syria. A battle
took place at Carchemish, and the motley host of Egyptians,
Nubians and unreliable Greek mercenaries which Necho had
collected fled in confusion. Nebuchadnezzar swept through
the Levant, and only paused on the frontiers of EgypJ, when
he received news of the death of his father and his own
inheritance of the throne of Babylonia.

The period of forty years during which- Nebuchadnezzar
ruled over Babylon constituted one of the most brilliant reigns
in human history. In spite of the long and successful wars
which he waged, the inscriptions which he has left record
only building and reconstruction, while stamped bricks found
by archaeologists all over southern Iraq have revealed that he
generously rebuilt temples and palaces in every city of any
importance in the country. But most of all he devoted his